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Imprinting, the backward operation of which is the reverse of the forward operation of which is

subject-substitution. Why is an image seen in a mirror darker than that seen in the first instance; and
is it that the impression of colour is more numerous in the former than in the latter, and that colour
seems to be inverted by the same law as shadow? II. The Imprinting of impressions. Why do we see
our own faces in a mirror when we gaze intently at it, and the faces of others much more distantly;

and why may we not see our own in a mirror, as well as the faces of others? III. Relation of Imprinting
and Vision. Why are our own images not clearly imprinted upon our optic nerve? And why do we not
see our own shapes in a mirror? Why do we not see our own faces in a mirror, as well as the faces of
others? Why is the living eye more susceptible of impressions than the dead? On what account does
the pupil contract in the eye that is near to the microscope-object; and why is it not contracted in the
eye that is remote from it? Why have the colors of a landscape which I see through an opening of the
window, seem more vivid and brilliant than the colors of that very landscape when I look directly at
it? On what account do we see an infinite number of figures in a small point, and of much lesser size
than that point, by looking through a very narrow opening? How do we see the picture of the sun on
a window-pane? Why, when the electric spark is divided into atoms, do we not see a part of one of

them? Why is the reflex of the shadow of a lighted object, which is produced on the water of a
stream, more shadowy and obscure than that shadow? On what account does reflection seem to
take place in the human eye? Why is not reflection seen on the water? Why, when the light of a

candle is reflected on the water, is not it visible to us? Why, by the reflection of the sun, does the sea
appear blue? How does the eye see an object in the sun? Why
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